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The fleet of 50 Oxygéne multiple-units ordered
from CAF between 2019 and 2024 will replace
loco-hauled trains on three French inter-city
corridors; the investment is expected to help
revitalise a much-neglected market sector
(p40). Pre-series trainset PS1 passes Sologne
during a test run on the Paris — Clermont-
Ferrand route where 12 sets will be deployed.
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Delivering low-cost obstacle detection
DSB is due to let contracts later this year
for an obstacle-detection system to
support fully automated operation on the
Kabenhavn S-bane, which could pave the
way for cost-effective GoA4 applications
worldwide

Finding the right path Automatic Train
Operation is the latest addition to a
growing portfolio of train control systems
which Stadler has built up over the past
decade, as the group’s Head of Signalling
Marc Trippel explains

Diagnostics to a safety ecosystem
Advances in the sharing and analysis

of condition monitoring data are paving
the way for more proactive management
of railway infrastructure, says MerMec
Managing Director Ruggero Delcuratolo
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Rail reforms promise a turning point

A package of legislation to overhaul

the management of funding for rail and
public transport aims to bridge a chronic
gap in infrastructure funding and deliver
the SERM suburban rail development

programme, as Jérémie Anne explains

Intercités on the cusp of renewal

Long overshadowed by the prestige of
the TGV, France's conventional inter-city
services — Trains d’Equilibre du Territoire,
which encompass traditional day and
night services — are finally on the road to

modernisation

Free trams help drive modal shift
France’s sixth-largest city has seen a
significant increase in ridership after
making its public transport free for
residents, reports Montpellier's
Vice-President for Transport & Mobility

Julie Fréche

Medway targets an evolving freight
market Amid the structural evolution

of the French rail freight market, MSC
subsidiary Medway is seeking to grow.
The operator unveiled a batch of muiti-
system locos in Lyon to mark the launch

of its second regular flow

European Sleeper route relaunched

A Paris to Berlin night train service was
launched by European Sleeper on March
26, reviving a connection that had ended in

December
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RhB prepares for traffic growth
Rhiatische Bahn is planning fleet
replacements and infrastructure upgrades
to equip it to handle fast-increasing leisure
traffic on the highly scenic Bernina line,

reports Toma Bacic
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Test running has started in New South Wales with the first of 29 Civity electro-diesel muitiple-
units being supplied by the Momentum Trains consortium of CAF, Pacific Partnership and DIF
Infrastructure V.
The 117-car fleet of regional and inter-city trainsets is designed for operation at up to
160 km/h. Transport for New South Wales says they are the first Australian passenger trains
designed to use both overhead electric and diesel traction. The trains were ordered in 2019
under an A$2-8bn availability-based PPP contract which includes 15 years of maintenance at
a newly-built facility in Dubbo, and were originally expected to enter service from 2023.
Operator NSW TrainLink will deploy 10 long trainsets to replace its ageing XPT fleet on the
long-distance routes linking Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. The 10 long and nine shorter
regional trains are intended to replace the Xplorer and Endeavour DMUs.




Photo: CAF/Chris No

COMMENT

Nick Kingsley, Executive Editor, Railway Gazette International

Africa's m

frica’s railways are having a

moment. There is no doubt

that the ongoing turmoil in

the Middle East is a factor,
accelerating trends that had been
emerging for some time. But, as we
have been reporting with increasing
frequency during the early part of 2026,
there is now an unambiguous
momentum across the continent,
spanning many facets of the rail
domain.

At various times over recent decades,
a flurry of Chinese investment promised
to spark a new era of railway develop-
ment across the continent, most notably
in Ethiopia and Kenya. But today it
seems that a more multilateral
ecosystem is emerging, not least because
of the debt traps into which some
China-backed rail projects seem to have
fallen. To mitigate the risk, governments
and project promoters have increasingly
sought to tap into a slew of alternative
funding options; examples include the
European Union’s Global Gateway
programme, launched at the end of
2021. That aims to offer countries
around the world a ‘values-driven’
alternative to Beijing’s Belt & Road
Initiative when they are considering
how best to meet their infrastructure
development needs.

Five years after it was established,
Global Gateway is underpinning the
development of the Lobito Corridor in
Angola, one of the clear hotspots for rail
spending. According to the European
Commission, the EU is ‘mobilising-over
€2bn of investments in the people and
places that bring the corridor to life
— improving transport, boosting local
economies, and creating lasting benefits
for communities along the way

The Lobito Corridor scheme — like
many of the rail projects now taking oft
in Africa — is centred on revitalising a
legacy railway. The 1067 mm gauge
Benguela Railway that runs for 1344 km
from the Angolan port to the border
with DR Congo offers a vital outlet for
mineral shipments from the landlocked
Copperbelt region. Here again, there is a

nicholas kingsley@railwaygazette.com
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operators

The number
of potential
new entrants

granted
conditonal
access to the
South African
main line
network

omer

familiar context: the line was initially
rebuilt in 2002-15 with the help of
various Chinese companies after being
badly damaged in the Angolan civil war
from 1975 to 2002.

Along-held desire to develop and
expand the Lobito Corridor finally came
to fruition in November 2022, when the
Ministry of Transport signed a
concession agreement in Luanda, under
which the Lobito Atlantic Railway
consortium of Trafigura Group, Belgian
rail consultancy Vecturis, and Mota-
Engil Engenharia e Construgio Africa
will maintain the line and operate
freight transport services for 30 years.

With the concession now well
established, more investment is coming
into the region: in January, LAR secured
US$753m in loan financing from the
US-based International Development
Finance Corp and the Development
Bank of Southern Africa to support the
ongoing rehabilitation work. The
following month, the signing of a
construction contract and a
groundbreaking ceremony on the same
day launched the start of work on a
260 km Luena - Saurimo line, diverging
from the Benguela Railway as the first
stage of a planned north-south corridor
(RG 4.26 p8). This is just the latest sign
of rail enhancing access to critical
mining activities across the region.

If the Lobito Corridor is a reflection
of renewed multilateral appetite for
investment in railway hardware, the
evolving policy and governance
landscape of Africd’s railways
strengthens the argument that this
‘moment’ of rail expansion across the
continent could be more than a passing
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‘The evolving policy and
governance landscape
strengthens the argument
that this could be more than

a passing phase’

phase. As we reported last month (RG
4.26 p28), South Africa’s railway reform
programme is gaining momentum with
no fewer than 11 private operators being
granted conditional access to the
Transnet infrastructure.

In March, aspiring new entrant
Traxport Rail Services Ltd received a
provisional rail operating and track
access licence authorising it to operate
trains and across Nigeria’s narrow and
standard gauge networks (p6); this
positions it to begin developing plans
for commercial freight services. Like
LAR, Traxport is supported by Vecturis,
whose CEO Eric Peiffer said Nigeria had
‘one of the most promising rail freight
markets in Africa.

Meanwhile, external investment from
a mix of European and private sources is
flowing to Zambia Railways, which has
appointed a transaction adviser to help
raise US$60m. This is to complement a
€50m grant from the EU Railway Sector
Support Programme to rehabilitate
infrastructure, signalling and telecoms.
‘By bringing onboard Pangaea
Securities, we are leveraging private
sector expertise to help us optimally
structure and mobilise the additional
financing required; explained ZRL
Managing Director Cuthbert Malindi.

As we have seen elsewhere in the
world, a base of skills, expertise and
professional development is always
needed to underpin a surge in rail
projects. So it was especially heartening
to see an announcement from Ethiopian
Railways Corp in January launching
construction of its Bishoftu Railway
Academy. Chief Executive Hlina
Belachew said the centre would be ‘a
foundation for knowledge, innovation
and the future of Ethiopian and East
African railways. This kind of initiative
will play a critical role in ensuring an
appropriate balance, putting local
knowledge at the heart of a new era of
African rail development, augmented
— rather than dominated — by foreign
investment. That way, today’s African
rail moment could become a long-term
African rail momentum. ®



Trilateral
freight
accord

The national freight opera-
tors of Serbia, Hungary and
North Macedonia have signed
a trilateral agreement to
co-ordinate efforts to restore
freight traffic volumes on the
Budapest - Beograd — Ni§ -
Skopje - Gevgelija corridor to
levels seen in the early 2000s,
and aim to increase them
further in the future.

Srbija Kargo, Rail Cargo
Hungaria and MZT said the
Budapest - Beograd route
was a key link for multimodal
flows connecting European
ports with inland terminals
across the continent, as well as
carrying transit traffic between
China and Europe.

The operators emphasised
the strategic importance of the
western Balkans in expanding
the trans-European TEN-T
network and supporting the
development of multimodal
traffic from the port of Piraeus.
They said there was a particu-
lar need to simplify border
and customs procedures and
make greater use of digital
technologies.

Freight services on the Hun-
garian section of the Budapest
— Beograd line resumed at
the end of February follow-
ing modernisation, while the
Serbian section south of Ni§
reopened in October 2025. ®

Czech open access train operator
RegioJet announced on April 9
that it was withdrawing from the
Polish domestic market, claiming
that ‘a strongly negative media
campaign’ had been conducted
against the company. It said ¢ infra-
structure blocking, sales restric-
tions, and predatory pricing’ had
threatened ‘the economic stability
of the RegioJet Group

RegioJet’s Krakéw - Warszawa
- Gdynia and Poznan - Warszawa
domestic services are to end on
May 3, although the Przemys] -
Krakéw - Praha and Warszawa
— Praha international trains will
continue to operate.

T cannot continue to jeopard-
ise the future of the company I
founded at the age of 23, explained
RegioJet owner Radim Jan&ura, ‘I

believe that under more favour-
able conditions, we will be able
to provide our services in Poland
again in the future’

The Czech company said its
decision to enter the Polish market
had been part of a long-term
strategy of expansion into neigh-
bouring countries, facilitated by its
‘strong’ financial performance and
the emergence of ‘a more open ap-
proach to competition’ in Poland.

However, a planned expan-
sion of services from December
could not be implemented, which
Regiolet said was partly due to
insufficient capacity at an external
supplier of drivers. Full operations
began on March 1.

On April 7, Polish rail regula-
tor UTK ruled that RegioJet had
‘engaged in unlawful practices
that violated the collective inter-
ests of rail passengers, citing the

cancellation of 23 trains in Dec-
ember which had forced passen-
gers to purchase new tickets. UTK
said the burden of risk associated
with service provision fell on the
carriet, not the passengers, and or-
ganisational difficulties could not
be an excuse for licensed carriers’
failure to fulfil their obligations.

RegioJet said on April 9 that it
had ‘faced a number of actions
that, in our opinion, disrupt a fair
market environment’, It said state
railway holding company PKP SA
had terminated its marketing cam-
paign at stations, and would not
allow it to establish sales points.

RegioJet also said PKP SA was
‘actively blocking’ its purchase of a
former PKP Cargo depot in War-
szawa which it had planned to use
for rolling stock maintenance,

PKP SA has disputed the allega-
tions. @

New entrant granted provisional licence

Aspiring freight operator Traxport
Rail Services Ltd has been granted
a provisional rail operating and
track access licence by state in-
cumbent Nigerian Railway Corp.
This authorises the new entrant
to operate trains and access infra-
structure on both the narrow and
standard gauge networks, allowing
it to begin developing its plans for
commercial freight services.
Traxport hopes to enhance
freight movement along key
economic corridors, reducing
heavy lorry traffic and improving

i NN T

supply chain reliability. It intends
to deploy gas-fuelled locomotive
technologies to support national
energy transition goals. The initial
focus will be on the Lagos — Kano
rail corridor, which it said was
one of Nigeria’s most important
economic routes for industrial
supply chains.

GoVolta aims to make rail affordable

. o

Dutch open access new entrant
GoVolta has launched low-cost pas-
senger services from Amsterdam
to Berlin and Hamburg, as the first
step in its plan to make interna-
tional rail travel more accessible to
a wider audience as an alternative
to short and medium-haul flights
and car journeys.

The company said more than
40 000 tickets had been sold ahead

6

of the departure of the first train
from Amsterdam Centraal to Berlin
at 08.34 on March 19.

GoVolta s initially offering two
routes, each operating three times
per week. One links Amsterdam to
Berlin Gesundbrunnen (Spandau
from June 14) via Amersfoort,
Deventer, Hengelo, Bad Bentheim,
Osnabriick and Hannover, depart-
ing on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Sundays. The service will increase to
daily from July 1. The Amsterdam

- Hamburg route launched on
March 20 runs on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.

‘We believe international rail
travel should be affordable, com-
fortable and accessible to eve-
ryoné; said GoVolta co-founder
and CEO Maarten Bastian,
“Today proves that it is possible.
With more than 600 passengers
onboard our first service, the
demand speaks for itself. This is
justthe beginning’ ®

Traxport acknowledged that
NRC was making efforts to
modernise the rail network and
to create framework conditions
that would enable the private
sector to ‘contribute to expanding
capacity, improving efficiency and
strengthening rail logistics across
the country’

Investors in Traxport include
DeWiz Engineering Services Ltd,
part of CET Group which has
investments in power generation
and engineering services and is
involved in the development of
an LNG plant at Ogbele in Rivers
State. @
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Joint pro-
curement
launched

The national passenger train
operators of Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania have launched a
joint procurement of 200 km/h
EMUs to provide regional ser-
vices on the future Rail Baltica
standard gauge line.

Planning for the procure-
ment was supported by consult-
ants from Switzerland, Sweden
and Finland, and the call for
tenders was officially launched
in Tallinn on March 18. Propos-
als are invited by May 4.

The trains are intended for
use on journeys of up to 4 h.
Requirements for the 1435 mm
gauge 25 kV 50 Hz EMUs
include ETCS, a length of 106
m, a minimum of 200 seats ar-
ranged 2+2 in standard and 1+2
in business class (10% to 20%
of seats) and charging points at
every seat. There should be a
quiet area and a family area, a
catering area with a coffee ma-
chine, a minimum of 20 bicycle
spaces, four wheelchair spaces
and at least two toilets.

Estonia’s Elron plans a base
order of five trainsets at an
estimated cost of €60m to
€75m, with options for another
two. Latvias Vivi plans to buy
five sets, and Lithuania’s LTG
Link up to eight. The aim is for
the first to be ready for testing
in 2029 and passenger service
from the end 0f 2030. @®

National rail and public trans-
port authority ATTRAPI has
awarded a consortium of Sie-
mens Mobility and local partner
Sonda a 3-84bn pesos four-year
contract to design and supply
ETCS Level 1 for the passenger
rail corridor being developed
between Mexico City, Querétaro
and Irapuato.

Siemens Mobility will provide

RENFE rethmks strategy

Spanish national operator RENFE
has allowed its framework agree-
ment for paths between Paris and
Lyon to lapse. The decision to
hand back the paths to SNCF Ré-
seau comes after what the operator
termed a period of ‘reflection’ on
its ambition to run high speed
trains to Paris, which had been
contingent on gaining approval for
its Talgo 106 Awvril trainsets.

The main technical obstacle to
authorisation of the trains for use
between Paris and Lyon is that
LGV Sud Est uses the legacy TVM
300 cab signalling. Although this
is being replaced by ETCS Level 2,

RENFE would have to certify two
train control systems, one of which
would soon be obsolete.

‘We will re-examine the project
when technical and operat-
ing conditions allow, RENFE
explained, insisting that its Madrid
- Marseille and Barcelona - Lyon
services would continue.

In a new move, RENFE will now
seek contracts to operate regional
services in France. According to
local media, it is expected to bid
for Lot 2 PLM of Bourgogne-
Franche-Comtés TER package
under the ongoing tendering of
regional services. Partners in the
bid are KPMG (financial advi-
sor) and Orange (data services).

This contract is scheduled to be
awarded in late 2027 and will run
for 10 years from December 2029.

Incumbent SNCF Voyageurs has
won seven of the 10 TER contracts
awarded so far, including the Lot
1 Bourgogne-Ouest-Nivernais
routes awarded last year.

On March 25 RENFE called
tenders for the supply of 30 high
speed trainsets to operate at up
to 350 km/h , with an estimated
value of €1-37bn. An option for
another 10 would take the total
value to €1-78bn. The call restarts
a procurement process which had
been paused in the aftermath of
the fatal derailment and collision
at Adamuz on January 18. ®

Camp Hill services return

Local passenger trains were rein-
stated on Birminghant’s Camp Hill
line on April 7, restoring a service
that was withdrawn in 1941 ow-
ing to coal shortages during the
Second World War.

The project to reintroduce
passenger trains on the freight
line was led by Transport for West
Midlands and the West Midlands
Rail Executive, in partnership with
WMR, Network Rail, Birmingham
City Council and the Depart-
ment for Transport. Construc-
tion works were undertaken by
VolkerFitzpatrick.

Operated by West Midlands
Railway using Class 196 DMUs,
the trains run between Birming-
ham New Street and Kings Nor-
ton, where the reversal is tightly

ETCS co

timed to fit in between the four
trains/h Cross-City service which
reaches New Street via Bournville
and Edgbaston. Trains run every
half-hour Monday to Saturday, and
hourly on Sundays.

New stations at Moseley Vil-
lage, Kings Heath and Pineapple
Road have been built on the sites
of former stations; all have shel-
tered platforms, accessible lifts,
help points and secure cycle racks.
Pineapple Road and Moseley Vil-
lage have pick-up and drop-off ar-
eas, but there are no car parks; pas-
sengers will be encouraged to use
other forms of public transport to
access the stations if they are be-
yond walking distance.

‘With services as fast as 10 min
from Moseley to New Street, we
know this will be a real game
changer for local residents,

NSOrtium

chosen

the lineside equipment, SCADA
and a control centre for more
than 300 route-km with 11 sta-
tions. Its Hacon subsidiary will
supply TPS.plan software for
train planning and timetable
optimisation. Sonda will be re-
sponsible for telecoms, access

control, CCTV and civil works.
‘Our role is not just to install
technology, but to guarantee
that everything functions as an
ecosystem from day one, said
Gabriel Fernédndez, Smart Cities
Director at Sonda Mexico. One
of the most significant technical

whether they're commuting,
visiting family and friends, or
travelling for leisure, said WMR
Customer Service Director Jonny
Wiseman. ®

challenges would be ensuring
interoperability with the capi-
tal’s Tren Suburbano network at
Cuautitldn, where there will be
a transition between the control
system used on the Buenavista
- Cuautitlin suburban line and
that for the Irapuato route.

Established earlier this year to
develop the governments pas-
senger rail projects, ATTRAPI
is currently preparing a further
signalling tender for the Saltillo
- Monterrey corridor. ®
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Leo Express has reached a 15-year
agreement to lease coaches frqm
the RENFE Alquiler de Material
Ferroviario rolling stock leasing
subsidiary of the Spanish national
operator.

The Spanish incumbent owns a
509 stake in the Czech opera-
tor. The supply of coaches which
meet RIC standards is intended to
enable Leo Express to solidify its
position as a key player in the open
access and PSO tendered passen-
ger market in central Europe.

Acquired from DB in Janu-
ary, the coaches include first and
second class vehicles with up to
80 seats. They are suitable for
speeds up to 200 km/h and have
air conditioning. Some vehicles
will be allocated to route Ex36 be-
tween Praha and Miinchen which
Leo Express is to operate from

Electro-diesel
unit unveiled

CROATIA ;

The first of six electro-diesel multiple-units or-
dered by HZPP for use on the Zagreb - Split route
was unveiled at Konéar KEV’s Jankomir factory on

March 16.

Replacing two-car tilting DMUs of Class 7123,
the 75 m long, 160 km/h low-floor units will offer
around 150 seats, including 12 in first class. The
first train is scheduled for delivery in mid-2026,
with all six expected to enter service by the end of
the year. The €57-3m contract placed in July 2024

December 2026 under a contract
awarded by the Czech Ministry of
Transport.

RENFE Alquiler recently final-
ised a deal to lease three 13-car
Talgo VI tilting push-pull trainsets
to Leo Express; these were ex-
pected to begin running on the
Praha - Ostrava — Zilina - Prefov
route at the end of April. They

Studies backed

South Korea has agreed to allo-
cate US$8m to fund a feasibility
study to assess options for a high
speed rail link between Kyiv and
Ukraine’s border with the EU.

The funding was announced at
a meeting between Ukraine’s Min-
istry of Community & Territo-
tial Development and a delegation
from South Korea on March 18.
The meeting was also attended by

national railway Ukrzaliznytsia and
South Korean engineering consul-
tancies, as well as the Korea Inter-
national Co-operation Agency.

No exact alignment or technical
details were disclosed, but the line
would be integrated into the EU’s
TEN-T network.

‘Railway transport today is a true
example of the country’s resilience;
said Ukraine’s Deputy Minister of
Community & Territorial Devel-
opment Oleksiy Balesta. ‘However,

Railway Gazette International May 2026

SNTELUGENCEJ

will also be used on the Praha -
Pardubice — Olomouc ~ Otroko-
vice — Staré Mésto u Uherského
Hradisté — Bratislava service which
Leo Express planned to launch on
the same date.

RENFE Engineering & Main-
tenance, through Tarvia, will
participate in the maintenance of
the Talgo cars. ®

is being financed through an EIB loan.

The national passenger operator currently car-
ries around 250 000 passengers/year on the 429
km route between the capital and the country’s
second-largest city, which is electrified at 25 kV 50
Hz as far as Oftarije. ®

even in wartime, it is important
not only to maintain the system,
but also to lay the foundation for
its future development and resto-
ration. We consider the develop-
ment of high speed railways not
just as an infrastructure project,
but as an important part of the re-
construction and long-term devel-
opment of Ukrainian railways, the
modernisation of the country and
its integration into the European
transport space. @

Services have started on
two rebuilt sections of the
145 km Napaoli - Bari line,
which is being upgraded for
200 to 250 km/h operation.
These are the 18 km Cancello
- Frasso Telesino — Dugenta
section including the 4-2 km
Monte Aglio tunnel and a

3 km section between San
Lorenzo Maggiore and Ponte
Casalduni.

Prospective high speed
operator Le Train says it
has finalised two framework
agreements with SNCF
Réseau covering access to
LGV Sud Europe Atlantique
between Bordeaux and Paris
and LGV The agreements
must now be assessed by
French rail regulator ART to
ensure that both the operator
and the infrastructure
manager have complied

with rules governing non-
discriminatory access to the
national network.

Akiem is the launch customer
for an electric-battery bi-
made version of Siemens
Mobility’s Vectron locomotive,
which will be able to operate
using overhead electrification
and battery power. The
leasing company has signed a
framework agreement for 80
locomotives and placed a firm
order for 50 to be delivered
from 2029-30.

OTIF has suspended
Afghanistan’s voting rights,
citing non-payment of its
contributions due for 2022
and subsequent years.

The country became the
organisation's 51st member
on May 1 20189, acceding

to the 1999 Convention
concerning International
Carriage by Rail.

Six rail freight operators
have signed an agreement
with the Port of Rotterdam
Authority which aims to
improve operational co-
operation to prevent delays
and cancellations on the line
from Kijfhoek to Maasvlakte.
Under the Track Together
agreement, Rail Force One,
HSL Netherlands, DB Cargo
Nederland, RTB Cargo,

LTE and Rail Cargo Group
will initially trial the new
arrangements for seven
months from April 1.

Ny




Chicago commuter railway

0 opened
its Monon Corridor branch
from Hammond Gateway to
Munster/Dyer on March 31.
The 13 km branch serving
four stations has been built
under the $1-6bn West Lake
Corridor Project to serve
high-growth areas in Lake
County, Indiana. Services
on the existing line to South
Bend have been branded as
the Lakeshore Corridor.

India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Madi has
inaugurated a 9-9 km
section of D& o Line
8 (Magenta) linking Maijlis
Park to Deepali Chowk and
a 12:3 km section of Line 7
(Pink) between Maijlis Park
and Maujpur. He also laid a
foundation stone for three
more sections totalling

16-1 km as the capital’s
metro network continues to
expand.

West Midland Metro

opened the first stage of

its

extension on April 5.
Diverging from the existing
line via a triangular junction at
Bull Street, the branch initially
serves two stops at Albert
Street and Millennium Point.

The 53 km first section of

metro Line 2B from
Mandale to Diamond Garden
was opened to the public on
April 8, along with the 4-5 km
Line 9 from Dahisar East to
Kashigaon. The remaining
sections of the 23-6 km Line
2B are expected to open by
the end of 2027.

The Junta de Andalucia has
appointed a joint venture of
Madrid-based bus operator
Grupo Ruiz and Lisboa urban
rail operator Barraqueiro to
operate for four years the
mothballed 47 kmn tramway
in which is currently
being reactivated. There

is an option to extend the
contract by one year.

The 338 m Dvorecky Bridge
in the south of was
opened on April 17, linking
tram routes on both sides
of the Vltava river. Adding
433 m of double-track
tramway, the bridge is used
by routes 20 and 21.
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Largest
Subway
car order

JISA

New York Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority has invited pro-
posals for its largest-ever Subway
car contract, which could see more
than a third of its entire 6 574-ve-
hicle fleet replaced.

The planned base order covers
1 140 R262 Subway cars to replace
the R62 and R62A fleets operating
on lines 1, 3 and 6. Options for an
additional 1 250 cars would allow
the replacement of the R142 and
R142A cars on lines 2, 4 and 5.
The order would contain a num-
ber of trainsets with open gang-
ways, which would be a first for
the Subway’s A Division, although
the exact proportion is still to be
decided.

The cars are to be funded from
MTA’s 2025-29 Capital Plan, which

received $68bn in the FY2026 state
budget. Punds are also available
through the 2020-24 Capital Plan,
which is supported by road con-
gestion pricing revenues.

MTA is taking a new approach
to the procurement process,. “We
are modernising our approach to
attract as many qualified firms as
possible; explained Jessie Lazarus,
the head of the Rolling Stock
Programme. ‘We are asking the
industry to come with their best
ideas ~ technical and commercial
— to meet our performance stand-
ards and help the MTA deliver the

world class transit experience our
customers deserve.

More than 60% of the technical
specifications are performance-
based, rather than design-driven,
Suppliers are also being asked
to submit total cost of owner-
ship projections, which MTA said
aimed to balance ‘the current chal-
lenges that contractors face’ with
ensuring that it is able to ensure
‘timely delivery of quality cars that
riders deserve.

Proposals are due by September
8, and the contract is expected to
be awarded by early 2028. ®

Lausanne trams on test

The first two trams for route T1 in
western Lausanne have begun test
running, ahead of the lin€’s open-
ing planned for later this year. .
The first phase of T1 will run for
4-6 km from Flon in the city centre
to Renens station in the western
suburbs, paralleling SBB’s Lausanne
- Genéve main line and serving 10
stops. The line will offer a 15 min
journey time, with 13 million pas-
sengers expected in the first year.

Work starts

Preparatory work began on March
20 to clear the alignment for the
Hanoi’s 39-6 km, fully automated
metro Line 5, which will link Hoa
IXc in the west to an interchange
with Line 2 at Vin Cao in the city
centre. Between Vin Cao and the
National Convention Center, the
line will be built in a tunnel, serv-
ing six underground stations. West

A second phase will extend the
route a further 3-1 km west from
Renens to Villars-Sainte-Croix,

with completion expected in 2027.

In November 2022 operator TL
awarded Stadler a contract to sup-
ply 10 bidirectional trams, which it
said would be the first 1 435 mm
gauge Tramlink trams to operate
in Switzerland. The first two were
unveiled at TLs Renens-Perrelet
depot on March 2.

TL said ‘the return of the tram
to western Lausanne after more
than 60 years of absence will be a
welcome one, without any sense of
nostalgia. ®

on Hanoi Line 5

of NCC station, it will run at grade
in the central reservation of the
Thang Long motorway , serving
13 street-level and one elevated
station.

The estimated 72.3tr dong pro-
ject cost is to be covered jointly by
the national government and the
Chinese contractors under a PPP
model. The engineering, procure-
ment, and construction contract
was awarded to a consortium led

by Pacific Construction Group.

Equipped for GoA4 driver-
less operation, Line 5 will have
1.5 kV DC overhead electrifi-
cation, and will be operated by
Chinese-built six-car Type B
trainsets capable of 120 km/h.
Due for completion by 2030, the
line will have an initial capacity
of 20 000 passengers/h per di-
rection, increasing to 40 000 by
2055. @
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President opens Cairo monorall
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The East Nile monorail was formal-
ly opened for revenue service on
March 20 with a ceremony attended
by President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.
Serving 22 stations, the 56-5 km
line links Cairo Stadium station
on metro Line 3 in Nasr City with
Station 22 in the New Administra-
tive Capital. Test running has been
underway since November 2023.
Interchange is provided at Arts
and Culture City station to the

Capital Train suburban line, while
interchanges are to be provided
with future metro lines 4 and 6.
Stations are equipped with LED
information screens and platform
screen doors.

The East Nile line was designed
and built by a consortium of Al-
stom, Orascom Construction and
Arab Contractors, under a con-
tract which also includes 30 years
of operation and maintenance.

Alstom supplied 70 four-car,
fully automated Innovia 300

Faster suburban trains

LS allhl

The first of a fleet of four-car
EMUSs which CRRC is building
for Ningbo suburban lines
10 and 12 was unveiled at its
Ningbo Industrial Base on
March 25.

Both lines are scheduled to
be completed at the end of 2026.
Line 10, the Ningci line, will be
63-6 km long, linking Kongpu
station on metro Line 2 with the
northern suburbs, serving seven
underground and six elevated
stations. Line 12, the Ningxi-
ang line, will be 61-4 km long,
Tt will connect Xiaoyangjiang
station on lines 4 and 7 with the
southeastern suburbs, serving two
underground and eight elevated
stations.

The supplier said the two lines

monorail trainsets, manufactured
at its Derby Litchurch Lane Works
in the UK, and the Cityflo 650
CBTC signalling system, support-
ing a design capacity of up to 600
000 passengers/day. Trains can op-
erate at 90 sec headways, with an
end-to-end journey time of 1 h.

The same contractors are cur-
rently building the 42 km long
West Nile monorail which will
connect October 6 City with Wadi
El Nile station on metro Line 3 in
Giza. @

would be ‘Chinas first demon-
stration project for the standard
regional Type A trains, which
are designed for 160 km/h op-
eration, rather than the typical
80 to 100 km/h of most Chinese
metros.

The trains feature a seat con-
figuration for longer journeys.
They are designed to be 2:4%
lighter than existing regional

trains, and their streamlined
design reduces aerodynamic
drag by about 5%. The vehicles
feature permanent magnet
synchronous traction motors
that are intended to further cut
energy consumption, all leading
to an approximate 15% overall
energy saving versus legacy
designs, according to the manu-
facturer. ®

Light rail on floating bridge

A 12:8 km extension of Sound
Transit’s Link light rail 2 Line was
opened on March 28, connecting
South Bellevue to Seattle’s Interna-
tional District and Chinatown.

The extension with two inter-
mediate stops provides a link be-
tween Sound Transit’s two lines,
enabling 2 Line services to operate
through onto 1 Line tracks as far as
Lynnwood City Center.

The most notable element of
the extension is the crossing of
the historic 1-8 km Homer M
Hadley pontoon bridge over Lake

Washington, where the tracks
have been laid in a former road
lane. According to Sound Tran-
sit’s Executive Director of Capital
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Project Delivery Michael Morgan,
this makes it the world’s first light
rail line to use a floating bridge.

Built at a total cost of $3-7bn,
the International District — Red-
mond Technology section of the
2 Line was delivered as part of the
Sound Transit 2 package approved
in 2008 (RG 1.26 p38).

“The completion of light rail
across Lake Washington is a his-
toric moment for the region, and
just in time for the World Cup,
said Washington state’s US Senator
Maria Cantwell. “This expanded
service will integrate Seattle with
the Eastside. @

'Beograd

metro
contract

Alstom has been awarded a
£915m turnkey contract to build a
fully-automated metra line in Be-
ograd, which the company said
would ‘alleviate surface conges-
tion and unlock Beograd's poten-
tial as a leading European
capital.

The announcement an March
27 followed the confirmation of a
financing agreement for the long-
proposed project, which is now
entering the design phase.
France is to provide up to €680m,
including a €150m government
loan and commercial bank loans
of up to €530m guaranteed by
export credit agency Bpifrance

The 15 km first phase of Line 1
will link Makisko Polje to Karabur-
ma via the city centre, with 11 km
of tunnels and 15 stations.

The turnkey contract awarded
by project promoter Beograd
Metro & Train includes the supply
of 32 three-car Metropolis driver-
less trains to be manufactured at
Valenciennes. It also covers Urba-
lis CBTC supporting 90 sec head-
ways, telecoms, power supplies,
trackwork, platform screen doors
and the control centre.

‘Beograd's decision to build its
first fully automated metro is a
pragmatic and bold investmentin
the city's future, said Andrew
Del eone, President of Alstom Eu-
rope. ‘Line 1 will fundamentally
change how nearly two million
residents navigate their city.

On March 19 BMT extended
its early operator assistance con-
tract with RATP Dev. ‘Given the
complexity of the project and the
involvement of a large number of
participants, it is important to
provide sufficient time for quality
planning, so that the future met-
ro system is efficient, reliable and
sustainable’, explained BMT di-
rector Andreja Miadenovi¢. ‘Our
goalis for Beograd to have one of
the most modern and high-quali-
ty metro systems in Europe and
the world! @®




